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Selectboard Meeting Highlights 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 

 

 

FY17 Budget Review.  The Board began its review of FY17 budget requests with presentations of the 

Administration portion of the General Fund Budget by Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay, the Library 

budget by Library Director Kevin Unrath and the Parks & Recreation Department budget by Director 

Terri Arnold. 

 

In accordance with the Town’s Agency Funding policy, the following Health & Human Services 

Agencies requesting increases in their FY17 funding requests also appeared before the Board to 

discuss their requests. 

 

� Addison County Readers: FY17 request: $2,000 ($500 increase vs. FY16 budget) 

 

� Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP): FY17 request:  $2,050 ($505 increase vs. FY16 

budget) 

 

� Red Cross of VT: FY17 request: $3,000 ($1,000 increase vs. FY16 budget) 

 

� WomenSafe: FY17 request: $5,000 ($2,000 increase vs. FY16 budget) 

 

Doug Sinclair, Executive Director of Charter House Coalition, discussed his agency’s plans to petition 

for an article on the March Town Meeting Warning seeking an appropriation of $6,500 from the Town 

of Middlebury to support the organization’s emergency housing and daily food programs, which 

provide shelter to over 60 individuals each year and 28,000 free meals to those who are food insecure.  

  

Public hearing on the proposed conceptual design for the construction of the segment of the 

Exchange Street sidewalk from the corner of Elm Street to MacIntyre Services.  As a follow up to the 

Selectboard’s November 24th meeting, the Board conducted a public hearing to allow interested 

parties to comment on the conceptual design for the construction of a 1,200-ft. segment of sidewalk 

on Exchange Street from the intersection at Elm Street to MacIntyre Services.  Doug Henson of 

Lamoureux & Dickinson, the engineering firm working on the conceptual plans, presented a plan 

showing a 5-ft.-wide concrete sidewalk on the east side of Exchange Street from Elm Street to RK 

Miles, with a crosswalk to the west side of Exchange Street at the RK Miles’ showroom, and then 

continuing with a 5-ft.-wide concrete sidewalk to MacIntyre Services.  The Board received and 

discussed comments on the width of the travel lanes (10’ vs. 11’), truck traffic, vehicle speed, safe 

travel for cyclists and a suggestion that the sidewalk from Elm Street to RK Miles’ showroom be on the 

west, rather than the east side of the road. 

 

The Board asked staff to contact the Vermont Agency of Transportation, the funding source for this 

project, to discuss the required timeline for building the project and the possibility of phasing 

construction, pending the outcome of the changes in ownership of the property at the westerly corner 

of Elm Street and Exchange Street (where Greg’s Market operated previously). 
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Update on Addison Central Supervisory Union Merger Discussions from Representatives of 

Middlebury Charter Committee.  ACSU Charter Committee Member, Ruth Hardy, together with ASCU 

Superintendent Peter Burrows and Charter Committee Members Jason Duquette-Hoffman and 

Barbara Saunders, provided an update on planning work relative to changes being proposed to ACSU’s 

governance structure in response to Act 46.  The representatives discussed the goals of Act 46 

(including providing equity in the quality and variety of educational opportunities; meeting or 

exceeding State Education Quality Standards; maximizing operational efficiencies; and promoting 

transparency and accountability), governance structure, current and projected enrollments, spending 

trends, financial implications and outreach efforts with the Selectboard.  The merger proposal will be 

presented to voters at Town Meeting in March 2016.  

 

Additional information about the proposed merger is available on the ACSU website, 

http://acsu.org/domain/92. 

 

Main Street & Merchants Row Overpass Bridge Replacements Project Local Management Team 

Meeting of December 7, 2015.  Board member Dean George reported on the LPMT’s December 7th 

meeting, which focused on a review of the results of the cost reconciliation of the 60% Design Plans 

for the bridges project and updated construction schedules prepared by Kubricky Construction and 

Patrick Engineering (Independent Cost Estimator).  In response to the Town’s concerns, VTrans Project 

Manager Joel Perrigo notes in his attached correspondence that, while the respective construction 

schedules submitted by Kubricky and Patrick vary in overall duration, both show major disruption to 

the downtown area largely limited to a single year. 

 

The LPMT also discussed the possibility of relocating the ACTR bus stop from Merchants Row to South 

Pleasant Street during construction, and the possibility of making South Pleasant Street one-way 

during that period.  Members of the LPMT will reach out to South Pleasant Street property owners to 

explore this possibility.   

 

By consensus, the Board agreed to support the Local Project Management Team’s work with St. 

Stephen’s Neighbors on Track initiative, a community-based effort with the goal of helping businesses 

and residents survive the project and be in even better condition than before the project started.  

 

Town Manager’s Report.  Kathleen Ramsay reported that Markowski Excavating has started work 

December 8th on the restoration of the river bank at the north end of Creek Road.  Weather 

permitting, the work could be complete in about a week.  Kathleen also noted that Police Chief Tom 

Hanley reported that the traffic feedback monitor has finally been installed on Route 125, across from 

the Sarah Partridge Library, facing west-bound traffic. 

 

 

Video recordings of Middlebury Selectboard Meetings 

are available on the Middlebury Community Television web site: 

http://www.middleburycommunitytv.org/ 
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These Selectboard Meeting Highlights are intended to provide a brief summary of Selectboard meetings to help communicate matters pending before the 

Selectboard to Town Employees, local officials and State Legislators.  The Highlights are not comprehensive minutes, and are not reviewed or endorsed by 

the Board before they are distributed.   Selectboard Meeting Highlights and other Town news and information are available via e-mail newsletter; sign up 

on the Town's website, or call the Town Offices, 388-8100, ext. 202. 

  

Additional background information about the items discussed at the Selectboard Meeting is available on the Town's website - click on Town Departments 

& Boards on the left-hand side bar, Selectboard, Selectboard Agendas & Meeting Information and then the date of the meeting. 

  

Kathleen Ramsay, Town Manager 

 


